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affected and are not as susceptible as dairy cows. In some instances the teat or udder may be injured and thus open the way for infection through cuts or scratches. Regardless of the way the germs enter the milk reservoir, it is conceded that this disease is of germ origin. Any of the germs found in filth might set up this disease.
Symptoms
The udder is hot, swollen, and painful to the touch. The teats may be so sensitive that the sow will not allow the pigs to nurse. There is also partial loss of appetite and the sow may appear feverish. If the disease has been in progress for several days, the udder may be hard or caked and the milk stringy or ropy. The heat and soreness of the udder, together with the altered appearance of the milk, will usually indicate garget. If the disease is long-standing and receives little or no attention, abscesses may form and discharge pus.
Treatment
Treatment for garget in sows is the same as for dairy cows. First, the bowels must be made to move regularly. This is accomplished by giving the sow a handful of Epsom salts in her drinking water. The remainder of the treatment is simple and often effective if applied early. Secure a pail of hot water, a bath towel and some olive oil or vaseline. Wet the towel in the hot water and after it is wrung out, apply it to the udder. Begin with mild heat and increase as the sow becomes accustomed to the warmth. Continue the hot applications for ten or fifteen minutes. After the udder is reddened, it should be greased with the oil and massaged for several minutes. Repeat the hot towels and massage twice daily until improvement is noted.
If abscesses form, they should be opened, drained, and swabbed with tincture of iodine. It is never advisable to inject antiseptic solutions into the teats. During treatment the animal should be fed laxative feed in the form of slop.